
Come see the new exhibit on 

the second floor of the historic 

mill at upper Robert H.      

Treman State Park.  For almost 

a hundred years the 19th    

century mill provided a service 

for the local farming          

community.  The mill ground 

the farmersõ grain into flour. 

Though no longer a working 

mill, the historic structure is 

preserved and interpreted as 

a mill museum.  The four floors 

of the historic mill contain     

self-guided exhibits on how the mill functioned as well as exhibits on the Civilian  

Conservation Corps and Archaeology in the Park.  The new exhibit focuses on the 

farm community and the mill. (continued on next page) 
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New Exhibit in the Old Mill! 

Professor  Sherene Baugher stands by the new exhibit room. 
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In fall 2010, Cornell Professor Sherene Baugherõs 

museum class, Designing Archaeology Exhibits, 

worked with the Friends of Robert H. Treman State 

Park to research farm implements that had been   

donated to the park many years ago. The park has 

a collection of about twenty-five objects but unfortu-

nately there is no documentation on the objects ð not 

even when they were donated to the park. The five 

students in the museum class researched ten of the 

objects.  In February 2011, the students presented 

their findings in a Friends-sponsored public meeting 

at the Tompkins County Public Library.  In the spring 

2011 semester four of the students and Professor 

Baugher worked closely with the board of the 

Friends of Robert H. Treman State Park and park 

staff to design an exhibit on the farm implements. 

The students, Songer Gonzalez, Christina Harrington, 

Katherine Seufer, and Sarah Simpson, worked on the 

exhibit from February through May. The students 

learned how to display objects and write exhibit labels 

ð not an easy task. Many drafts of the labels were 

written and various designs for the exhibit were made 

with numerous helpful suggestions and guidance by 

board members and park staff.  The new exhibit    

contains:  a grain cradle scythe, a mowing scythe, a 

shaving horse, which could have been used for making 

wooden barrels or wooden shingles; a wooden barrel, 

a hay knife, and a double headed rake.  Outside the 

room is a plow (picture on page 1), which was        

distributed by the Salt Lake City Hardware Company 

in Salt Lake City, Utah in 1888, but how it ended up in 

Tompkins County remains a mystery. On your next visit 

to the park be sure to see the new exhibit. 

  

 

 

   

Items in the exhibit room (upper left) are numbered and 

explained in the interpretive sign outside the room (above). 

by Sherene Baugher 


